
    
    
        




    


    




    




            
                
            

            Skip to Main Content

    








    
        

    
    
        
    
        
            
        

            Advertisement

            


 
    


    


    
        



        
            [image: Oxford Academic]
        


                
            
            
                Journals
            

            
                Books
            


    

 
    

            	
                    
                        Search Menu
                    
                
	
            
                [image: Information]
            
        
	
        
            [image: Account]
        
    
	
                    
                        Menu
                    
                
	
            
                [image: Information]
            
        
	
        
            [image: Account]
        
    



            
                

            

        

    



    
    
        



    
            
                Navbar Search Filter
            
            Yearbook of International Environmental Law
This issue
Environment and Energy Law
International Environmental Law
Books
Journals
Oxford Academic



        
            Mobile Enter search term
        
        

        
            Search
        

    





        

    

   
    


    	

                
                    Issues
                
            
        
	

                
                    Advance articles
                
            
        
	

                
                    Submit
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    Author Guidelines
                
            
        
	

                
                    Why Submit
                
            
        
	

                
                    Submission Site
                
            
        
	

                
                    Open Access
                
            
        
	

                
                    Reporter Vacancies
                
            
        



        
	

                
                    Purchase
                
            
        
	

                
                    Alerts
                
            
        
	

                
                    About
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    About Yearbook of International Environmental Law
                
            
        
	

                
                    Editorial Board
                
            
        
	

                
                    Advertising and Corporate Services
                
            
        
	

                
                    Journals Career Network
                
            
        
	

                
                    Self-Archiving Policy
                
            
        
	

                
                    Dispatch Dates
                
            
        



        
	
            Journals on Oxford Academic
        
	
            Books on Oxford Academic
        


    





    
        
                            
                    [image: Yearbook of International Environmental Law]
                

            
            
 
        

    


    
        


    	

                
                    Issues
                
            
        
	

                
                    Advance articles
                
            
        
	

                
                    Submit
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    Author Guidelines
                
            
        
	

                
                    Why Submit
                
            
        
	

                
                    Submission Site
                
            
        
	

                
                    Open Access
                
            
        
	

                
                    Reporter Vacancies
                
            
        



        
	

                
                    Purchase
                
            
        
	

                
                    Alerts
                
            
        
	

                
                    About
                    
                
                
                	

                
                    About Yearbook of International Environmental Law
                
            
        
	

                
                    Editorial Board
                
            
        
	

                
                    Advertising and Corporate Services
                
            
        
	

                
                    Journals Career Network
                
            
        
	

                
                    Self-Archiving Policy
                
            
        
	

                
                    Dispatch Dates
                
            
        



        


        
            
                Close



    
            
                Navbar Search Filter
            
            Yearbook of International Environmental Law
This issue
Environment and Energy Law
International Environmental Law
Books
Journals
Oxford Academic



        
            Enter search term
        
        

        
            Search
        

    




                Advanced Search

            
            Search Menu

    





    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
 
    



        
        

 
    



    
            
                
                    

                    




    
        Article Navigation
    

    
        
            Close mobile search navigation
        
        Article Navigation

        
    
        


    
    
        
                [image: Issue Cover]
        

        
            

                        Volume 23

                        Issue 1




            

            
2012            

            
        

    

 
    


            

            

    
        	 
	
            Next >
        

 
    


        

    







    
    
        
            Article Navigation
        
    




    
        
            Article Navigation
        
    




    
    
        

    

    
        
            Journal Article
                    



    
                
                    
                        Prevention Obligations in International Environmental Law
                    



    Get access
    [image: Arrow]
                

                
                    
                                




                                    Ilias Plakokefalos

                                    

    
        
    Ilias Plakokefalos



    



    
        Search for other works by this author on:
    



    Oxford Academic



    
        Google Scholar
    


                                    
                                

                    

                



        
            Yearbook of International Environmental Law, Volume 23, Issue 1, 2012, Pages 3–43, https://doi.org/10.1093/yiel/yvt060

        

        
            
                Published:

                30 November 2013

            

                    

            

    






 
    

    
         
    



        
            
                
                    	
                            
                                
                                
                                    Views

                                    
                                

                            
                            


                                
	
                                    Article contents
                                
	
                                    Figures & tables
                                
	
                                    Video
                                
	
                                    Audio
                                
	
                                    Supplementary Data
                                


                        


                        	
    
        
    
    Cite



    Cite

        
            Ilias Plakokefalos,  Prevention Obligations in International Environmental Law, Yearbook of International Environmental Law, Volume 23, Issue 1, 2012, Pages 3–43, https://doi.org/10.1093/yiel/yvt060

        


    
        
            
            
            Select Format
            Select format
.ris (Mendeley, Papers, Zotero)
.enw (EndNote)
.bibtex (BibTex)
.txt (Medlars, RefWorks)


            Download citation
        

    


    Close


 
    


                        
	
    
            
        
            
                Permissions Icon
            
            Permissions
        
    

 
    


                        
	
        
            Share Icon
            
                Share
                
            
        
        	
        Facebook
    
	
        Twitter
    
	
        LinkedIn
    
	
        Email
    


    


                    
    
        





    
    
        



    
            
                Navbar Search Filter
            
            Yearbook of International Environmental Law
This issue
Environment and Energy Law
International Environmental Law
Books
Journals
Oxford Academic



        
            Mobile Enter search term
        
        

        
            Search
        

    





        

    

   
    

    







    
        

        
            
                Close



    
            
                Navbar Search Filter
            
            Yearbook of International Environmental Law
This issue
Environment and Energy Law
International Environmental Law
Books
Journals
Oxford Academic



        
            Enter search term
        
        

        
            Search
        

    




                Advanced Search

            
            Search Menu

    





 
    


                    

                

            

            
    
        
    





            Extract

            
                                    I. INTRODUCTION

During the past years, there has been a notable revival of the discussion on the rules on prevention of transboundary harm. The International Court of Justice (ICJ) dealt directly for the first time with the issue of transboundary pollution in Pulp Mills on the River Uruguay (Argentina v Uruguay),1 which is noteworthy, and there are three more cases pending before the ICJ concerning environmental issues.2 Of these, the dispute between Nicaragua and Costa Rica pertains directly to the obligations to prevent transboundary environmental harm. Nicaragua essentially relies on the prevention provisions of a number of treaties in order to substantiate its claim that the construction of a road by Costa Rica along their common border constitutes a breach of its obligation not to cause transboundary harm.3 At the same time, the International Tribunal of the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) handed down an important advisory opinion on the responsibility and liability of sponsoring states in connection with activities in the area.4 The issue of prevention obligations is thus resurfacing spectacularly, ten years after the International Law Commission (ILC) completed its work on the topic of prevention of transboundary harm.5 It is obvious from the recent decisions of international courts and tribunals and from the cases pending before them that a fresh look into the prevention obligation of states is in order.
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